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GREAT
KISKADEE
Sophomore Savannah Rivera
and her Art teacher Mr.
Hernandez displaying her entry.

FESTIVAL
DATES
November 10 - 14th
Harlingen, Texas

BLUE JAY
Art 1 student 8th grader and
future Cougar Lyah Serrata
posing with her teacher and
Blue Jay entry.

RGV BIRDING FESTIVAL ART CONTEST
Did you know that one of the best birding festivals in the United States is held here in the
RGV? Did you know that nature tourism infuses millions of dollars into the RGV economy? Did
you know that the valley has several birding centers? Did you know that over 500 species of
birds have been documented in the RGV? Did you know that two SMISD students entered the
Festival Art Contest.? Yes they did! Winners will be announced on October 22nd.
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"WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!"
It seems is was just yesterday that the teams had their �rst cross country practice where less
than �ve runners participated. Now we fast forward to the second week of October and the
coaches have a full contingent of a whopping 13 runners preparing for their Regional Meet in
Corpus on October 25th. Kudos are in order for both coaches as not only were they able to
�eld teams but both squads were exceedingly competitive. Coach White's Girls Team raced
their way to the 32-2A District Championship and on the boys side Coach Jimenez's squad
came in a close second. Prior to the District Meet both coaches were extremely optimistic
about their teams chances to do well at the District Meet and advancing to regionals and as it
turns out their runners did not disappoint them at all. Whew! What a season it has been. A
season that has seen the teams travel from the beaches of South Padre Island to the dusty
�elds of Premont to the shores of Corpus Christi Bay and a few other places in between. Truly
a magni�cent journey of a thousand miles that is still going strong and that began with a
single step in the sweltering heat of an August summer. Hard work does indeed pay off. Take
a Bow, Super Job, Congrats!
 
GIRLS TEAM MEMBERS: 1. Mia Picazo (2nd), 2. Joselyn Villasana (4th), 3. Marlett Flores
(15th), 4. Lucero Chavez (17th), 5. Maya Lopez (20th), 6. Giselle Mendoza (21st), 7. Gabriella
Gutierrez (27th).
 
BOYS TEAM MEMBERS: 1. Juan Morales (1st), 2. Angel Gonzalez (9th), 3. Ivan Rico (13th), 4.
Rosendo Fernandez (14th), 5. Emmanuel Diaz (18th), 6. Pablo Ibarra (25th)
 

And Always Run Like a COUGAR!



SAND, SURF
AND SUN!

SMHS FINEST! "VAMOS
GUAPOS"
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THE BOOKWORMS CORNER
This week we introduce this section where we talk about books
that we love. These books not only have made a lasting impact
on our lives but are books we have highly recommended to
others. In keeping, with the "running theme" Mr. Sierra raves about
"Born to Run" by Christopher McDougall. This is a non-�ction
book, that he guarantees will get you reaching for your running
shoes as soon as you start �ipping its pages. This is a read
where you will learn about a great story on the pure joy of running that is exhibited in the
genes and souls of the Tarahumara Indians of Mexico.

BORN TO RUN - Running Motivation

How to Run for Days | Born To Run - CHRISTOPHER MCDOUGALL |

Animated Book Summary

https://s.smore.com/u/f5ab/7d211dd651a48850e8e2cb75f842cab7.jpeg


CHARLOTTE IS IN THE HOUSE!
Okay, actually she is in a terrarium. To be exact it is Mr. Gonzalez aka "Spiderman" our Science
teacher's terrarium. The hairy little specimen was brought to his room by O�cer Kafka last
week and it appears that Mr. Gonzalez being the nature lover that he is, has adopted it as his
class pet (spider). Mr. Gonzalez aptly named her Charlotte, I would have probably gone with
Spooky. Ha!
 
Fun Facts about Tarantulas

They are becoming a popular pet.
One of their predators is the Pepsis Wasp, which has the nickname Tarantula Hawk.
Females can lay up to 2000 eggs.
Females can live up to 30 years old.
Tarantulas climb with the aid of retractable claws that are at the end of each leg.





NATALY V.
FAJARDO

BRIAN
HERNANDEZ
ZAVALA

KEVIN
ALAMILLO

Nature: Spider webs

THE CUPCAKE CLUB (BIRTHDAYS)
Apologies to Freshman Brian Hernandez Zavala for missing his birthday last week. Brian
celebrated his birthday on Thursday the 7th. Happy Belated BDay Brian!
 
Junior Kevin Alamillo celebrated his on Sunday the 10th. On Wednesday the 13th Junior Nataly
V. Fajardo and Sophomore Giovanni Lee also celebrated theirs.
 
On the faculty side of things Mrs. Karla Leal (Spanish) celebrated hers on Sunday the 10th and
Ms. Wieronski (History) followed her on Thursday the 14th. If you missed their birthdays it is
never too late to wish them a Happy Belated One. 
 

Happy BDay to YOOOUUUU! And Many More!!
Stop by the Front O�ce and pick up your CUPCAKE!!!
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LAS MAÑANITAS



THE PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Although this week we were off on Monday, it was a great
week at Santa Maria High School! Fall is in the air, days are
getting shorter and next month we will have daylight savings
time. I hope everyone is doing well and staying safe. The �rst
six week report cards were mailed out last Wednesday. The
teachers have worked hard to provide various opportunities for
students to complete their assignments to improve their
grades. We want to help students be successful.
 
Please remember that the instructional day begins at 8:00 A.M.
and we want students to be at school daily. Please encourage
your students to attend class on time. Our classes are 45
minutes long and it is so important that students stay in class
for the entire time so that they do not miss any instruction or
assignments.
 
This week we had FAFSA night for our seniors in preparation
for enrolling at a university and receiving �nancial aid. Dr. Lara,
our counselor, and Christina Gonzalez, parental involvement
coordinator, helped organize the event along with Texas
Southmost College. They met with the seniors and their
parents to assist them in completing their applications for
�nancial aid.
 
Together I know we all want the same goal and will do
everything we can to make sure all of our students are
successful and receive a top notch education. Have a great
weekend and remember to reach out if we can help in any way.
 
 

jayviera@smisd.net (956) 565-9144

smisd.net

UPCOMING EVENTS!
10/15 FOOTBALL vs Premont @ Away 7:30 P.M.
10/16 VOLLEYBALL vs La Villa @ Home 2/3:00 P.M.
10/19 VOLLEYBALL vs Bruni @ Home 5/6:00 P.M.
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